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Methodist Meeting House Site

Oregon Historic Site Form 2531d St

Hillsboro, Washington County

ARCHITECTURAL / PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

(Include expanded description of the building/property, setting, significant landscape features, outbuildings, and alterations)

Contextual Description:

The site of the Methodist Meeting House is in the Tualatin Plains, five miles Northeast of Hillsboro. It was located east of 253rd Avenue, across from
the Shute residence on the Richard Constable Donation Land Claim. A thick grove of fir trees and berry bushes are north of the field.

HISTORY

(Chronological, descriptive history of the property from its construction through at least the historic period [preferably to the present])

Historical Significance:

The Methodist Meeting House was the forerunner of the Hillsboro Methodist Church. The Meeting House was constructed in 1844 by Reverend
Joseph Hosgry, on the Richard Constable Farm. There is no evidence that the church members had legal rights to this property, as no deed was
issued. The building resembled an early day church; it had a belfry but no bell. It is said that the church members could not afford to buy a bell.

Prior to the construction of the Meeting House, camp meetings were help outdoors on this site. Jason Lee preached his first sermon here on Sunday,
July 12, 1843, with a congregation of 16 people. A week later, 60 people came here for the meeting, which was followed by services in the home of
Richard Constable. Constable later helped organize and build the Meeting House. Rev. James Cave preached at the Meeting House until 1860, when
Rev. C. C. Hosford took over. The Meeting House was used by other denominations and for other purposes besides church services. The Baptists
conducted services in the building from 1845-1852. During the early days of the Territorial and Provisional Governments, court sessions were held at
the Meeting House. By 1865, a site had both been purchased in Hillsboro for a new church by a group of trustees. This site was sold shortly
thereafter, and a new site for the church was purchased on what is now the corner of 3rd and Washington Streets. People stopped attending the
Meeting House, and the church was abandoned in 1865. It was dismantled at this time by William O. Gibson and James Gibson, and the timber was
hauled to Hillsboro for reconstruction of the new church. This church was started, but was not completed until 1872. It did have a bell, brought from
Portland, for the belfry. It is said that there was an Indian uprising near the Methodist Meeting House in 1855. Because the church was the largest
building at that time in the Plains area, church members built a stockade around the church to defend their families in case of an attack. After the
Indian threat subsided, the fence was removed. The site of the Methodist Meeting House is significant in its association with the religious activities of
early Washington County pioneers.

The actual siting of the Methodist Meeting House is unclear, although it is reputed to be in the general area of the Constable DLC. It is a very
important settlement area in HGA 4.
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